
* Smoke Alarms in U.S. Home Fires, NFPA, 2015.
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Without fire 
sprinklers,
odds of 

escaping 
decrease 

significantly 

Firefighters open 
hose nozzles

Without sprinklers, 
fire growth is unrestricted

Fire Sprinkler Activates

Smoke Alarm Activates

of fire deaths
occured in home 
fires in which smoke 
alarms sounded*

of fire deaths 
occured in homes 
with smoke alarms 
that didn’t work*

40%

21%

Is Called

2-3 Minutes 3-5 Minutes 5-8 Minutes 8-10 Minutes

FLASHOVER
No one survives

flashover 

1.5 Mins or Less

Deadly heat,
flames and
smoke are
controlled


